
TEHAMA COUNTY GROUNDWATER COMMISSION

Board Chambers
Tehama County Board of Supervisors Chambers

727 Oak Street, Red Bluff, CA 96080
https://tehamacounty.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx

AGENDA FOR WEDNESDAY, APRIL  9, 2025

Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance / Introductions

Roll Call

Public Comment

This time is set aside for citizens to address this Board on any item of interest to the public 
that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of this Board provided the matter is not on the 
agenda or pending before this Board. Each agenda item will have an opportunity for public 
comment at the time the item is called. Persons wishing to provide public comment are asked 
to address the Board from the podium. The Chair reserves the right to limit each speaker to 
three (3) minutes. Disclosure of the speaker’s identity is purely voluntary during the public 
comment period.

For audio and real-time commenting via phone:
(530) 212-8376, conference code 142001. Press 5* on your phone keypad to raise your hand 
to comment.

For live audio of the meeting:
Go to: https://tehamacounty.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Clerk & Recorder 25-05751.

a) Waive the reading and approve the minutes of the regular meeting held 11/13/2024

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Clerk & Recorder Lena Sequeira 25-05762.

a) Waive the reading and approve the minutes of the regular meeting held 2/12/2025

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Clerk & Recorder Lena Sequeira 25-05773.

a) Waive the reading and approve the minutes of the regular meeting held 3/12/2025

Update on Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems Work 25-05814.

Click here to enter Requested Action(s).
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AGENDA April 9, 2025Tehama County Groundwater Commission

Resolution X-XXXX 25-05785.

Recommend resolution for approval to board.

Resolution X-XXXX 25-05806.

Recommend approval by Board of Directors

Standing Agenda Items 25-05797.

1. Groundwater Recharge
2. Grant Status
3. Demand Management Plan Working Group Update
4. Well Mitigation Plan Working Group Update
5. Annual Report Status
6. Outreach

8. Commission Matters

Adjourn

The County of Tehama does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission to, access to, or 
operation of its buildings, facilities, programs, services, or activities. Questions, complaints, or 
requests for additional information regarding the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) may be 
forwarded to the County’s ADA Coordinator: Tom Provine, County of Tehama, 727 Oak St., Red Bluff, 
CA 96080, Phone: (530) 527-4655. Individuals with disabilities who need auxiliary aids and/or services 
or other accommodations for effective communication in the County’s programs and services are 
invited to make their needs and preferences known to the affected department or the ADA 
Coordinator.  For aids or services needed for effective communication during Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency Groundwater Commission meetings, please contact the ADA Coordinator prior 
to the day of the meeting. This notice is available in accessible alternate formats from the affected 
department or the ADA Coordinator.
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Tehama County

Agenda Request Form

File #: 25-0575 Agenda Date: 4/9/2025 Agenda #: 1.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Clerk & Recorder

Requested Action(s)
a) Waive the reading and approve the minutes of the regular meeting held 11/13/2024

Financial Impact:
None

Background Information:
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Tehama County

Agenda Request Form

File #: 25-0576 Agenda Date: 4/9/2025 Agenda #: 2.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Clerk & Recorder Lena Sequeira

Requested Action(s)
a) Waive the reading and approve the minutes of the regular meeting held 2/12/2025

Financial Impact:
None

Background Information:
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Tehama County

Agenda Request Form

File #: 25-0577 Agenda Date: 4/9/2025 Agenda #: 3.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Clerk & Recorder Lena Sequeira

Requested Action(s)
a) Waive the reading and approve the minutes of the regular meeting held 3/12/2025

Financial Impact:
None

Background Information:

Tehama County Printed on 4/3/2025Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™ 21

http://www.legistar.com/


 

 
 Page 1 of 4 

 

Tehama County  Tehama County Board of Supervisors  
Wednesday, March 12, 2025 8:30 AM Chambers 
Groundwater Commission 727 Oak Street, Red Bluff, CA 96080 
Meeting Minutes https://tehamacounty.legistar.com/Cal 
 endar.aspx 
 Board Chambers 
 
 
Call to Order / Pledge of Allegiance / Introductions 
8:30 am 
  
 Commissioners: Martin Spannaus, City of Corning; Jeff Godwin, City of Red  
 Bluff; Hal Crain, City of Tehama; Kris Lamkin, El Camino Irrigation District;  
 Todd Hamer, Los Molinos Community Services District; Martha Slack, Rio  
 Alto Water District; Liz Merry District 1; Adam Englehardt, District 2; Seth  
 Lawrence, District 3; Michael Ward, District 4; David Lester, District 5 
 
 Absent: Martin Spannaus, Hal Crain,  Liz Merry, Adam Englehardt,   
 
 Justin Jenson, Flood Control/Water Resources Manager 
  
Public Comment 
 
Deputy Director Justin Jenson introduces a presentation on SB 552 presented by Tia Branton  
from Environmental Health and Jacques DeBra with LSCE during public comment. The  
presentation touched on the background of SB 552, what DWR is looking for in a drought  
resilience plan, concerns, risk assessment, water shortage, water conditions, infrastructure,  
and more. Once all these items have been assessed they will have a better idea of risk to  
report to DWR. The Demand Management group (GSA) which is very important for  
groundwater resources will focus on AG irrigation areas. LSCE and Environmental Health will  
be putting together a website for AB 552 in the near future.  
 

1. GSA Approved Groundwater Sustainability Plans - Review of  25-0359 
 Comments 
 GSA Approved Groundwater Sustainability Plans - Review of Comments  
 Click here to enter Requested Action(s).  
 Justin presents comments from DWR on GSP’s. Goes over the comments from DWR  
 and what needs to be changed/added for the plans to be accepted. These comments  
 can be found on DWR’s website in full detail. Jenson also lets everyone know he can  
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 go over individually if anyone wants more specific details.  
 
 
3. Standing Agenda Items:  
 

 
  
 Groundwater Recharge 
 
 We are beginning the process of working with DWR to get the money for those projects  
 that we found could not be implemented on projects that were not feasible. We have gone  
 through the process of determining which projects are not feasible for different reasons. If  
 you find a project to be infeasible and still have money at the end, you want to transfer that  
 money into another project. Before bringing to DWR, there will be a discussion with Ad  
 Hoc to decide where the money could be best used. Ward asks how many potential  
 projects we have. Jenson believes that there are 5 projects deemed feasible, but that does  
 not include in lieu of projects.There is discussion on the data viewer.  
 
 
 Grant Status  
 No update 
  
 Demand Management Plan Working Group  
 Jenson had first meeting with consulting group consisting of ERA and David’s engineering  
 about putting together structural framework for a demand management program. There  
 has been individual and group-based meetings. Ward gives update on Demand  
 Management. He explains that the main take away is the group agrees that they want to  
 take a hybrid approach. A hybrid approach would be to look for voluntary incentivized  
 actions initially. If that does not bring the desired results then they will look at mandatory  
 actions which means allocations. Jenson comments that DWR is telling us that is what we  
 need. By doing this we will be in compliance. Hamer says that they haven’t figured out how  
 the funding source is going to work on any of these programs that are put together, which  
 is a huge challenge. Ward asks about the next meeting. Jenson says they will get a dollar  
 proposal and be given a budget. This will have to be approved at the Corning subbasin  
 level in order to proceed using those specific funds. The stuff that was previously done  
 was able to fit into outreach budget.   
 
 
 Well Mitigation Plan Working Group  
 Jenson hoped they could schedule a meeting next week to set schedule with the reminder  
 of working group. Jenson presents availability. March 19th is a tentative meeting date at  
 2pm. Justin will set up the meeting and send email. 
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 Annual Report Status   
 Jenson presents PowerPoint created by LSCE. This presentation goes over the WY 2024  
 annual report. This report goes over groundwater conditions, our progress, implementation  
 timeline, aquifer elevations, groundwater elevations, undesirable results, different  
 totals/issues in the subbasins, along with other details.Ward asks Jenson if we are above  
 management objective. Jenson responds, stating that we are below in the fall and above  
 in the spring. Hamer states that we may be lacking steam measurements. Ward asks if  
 there will be a report before April 1st. Justin says he is not sure, it depends on getting the  
 missing date from other agencies to get the report together.  
 
 
 Outreach  
 Jenson did a series of outreach, Prune Day and Walnut Day in collaboration with  
 cooperative extension. They are great because they have a very targeted audience and  
 give updates on what is to come. This type of outreach is a great way to get information to  
 the people it affects. Jenson asks for any input on these kinds of events.Ward asks how  
 many people were there. Jenson guesses around the low 100's, it was at the Elks lodge  
 and there was a full room. 
 
 
2. Commission Matters   
 Ward starts to discuss resolutions, regulations and ordinances. He wants Justin’s input  
 and ideas. Jenson states it is difficult to have this as a standing agenda item, that we  
 could add items to agendas if individuals would like to discuss them.  
 Ward says he wants to revisit 8-2024.  
 There is discussion on the value of 8-2024 and what it means for the Commission. Jenson  
 asks Ward what he is looking to get out of this resolution and for clarity. Jenson says that  
 if the goal is to increase protection of well installation then it will need to be presented  to  
 the Supervisors. That is a county-based item, not district based. County Counsel Danial  
 Klausner offers to discuss with Ward to educate him on the resolution so at the next  
 meeting the Commission has a better idea of what he is asking for. There is more  
 discussion on 8-2024. Hamer states that limiting the number of wells going in needs to  
 come from Supervisors, not the Commission. We have the GSA which can provide  
 recommendations. Hamer asks Michael and Daniel work together and come back to the  
 topic at the next meeting.  
 
Adjourn 
10:10 A.M. 
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APPROVED ___________________ 
    Chairperson 

 

Tehama County Groundwater Commission 

 

by_______________________ Deputy 
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Tehama County

Agenda Request Form

File #: 25-0581 Agenda Date: 4/9/2025 Agenda #: 4.

Update on Groundwater Dependent Ecosystems Work

Requested Action(s)
Click here to enter Requested Action(s).
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powered by Legistar™ 26

http://www.legistar.com/


Tehama County

Agenda Request Form

File #: 25-0578 Agenda Date: 4/9/2025 Agenda #: 5.

Resolution X-XXXX

Requested Action(s)
Recommend resolution for approval to board.

Financial Impact:
None

Background Information:
Bringing back re-worded resolution from last meeting.

Tehama County Printed on 4/3/2025Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™ 27

http://www.legistar.com/


 

 

Resolution No. X-XXXX 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TEHAMA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL AND WATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS AUTHORIZING THE 
GROUNDWATER COMMISSION TO APPROVE NOTICES OF EXEMPTION 
RELATED TO AN IN-KIND REPLACEMENT OF A GROUNDWATER WELL. 

 

WHEREAS, groundwater and surface water resources within Tehama County are vitally 
important resources for all beneficial users, and to maintain the economic viability, 
prosperity, and sustainability of the County; and 

WHEREAS, in 2014 the California Legislature passed a statewide framework for 
sustainable groundwater management, known as the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act, California Water Code § 10720-10737.8 (SGMA), pursuant to Senate 
Bill 1168, Senate Bill 1319, and Assembly Bill 1739, which was approved by the Governor 
on September 16, 2014. and went into effect on January 1, 2015; and 

WHERAS, on August 15, 2024, Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation 
District (the “District”) adopted Resolution 11-2022 which regulated screening and sealing 
depths for groundwater wells within the groundwater basins located in Tehama County  
Executive; and 

WHEREAS, Resolution 11-2022 provides for a process by which an applicant for a 
groundwater well can appeal to the Groundwater Commission (the “Commission”) for an 
exception to the application of the well regulations to their proposed groundwater well; 
and 

WHEREAS, the appeals process requires that if the Commission finds that an exception 
to the regulations would be prudent given  an applicants particular circumstances, then 
the District, in consultation with the County must determine what, if any, CEQA 
proceedings may be required; and 

WHEREAS, the District currently retains all authority to approve any CEQA 
determinations; and 

WHEREAS, the County CEQA review policy requires the government body responsible 
for approving the project determine whether  the District wishes to streamline the appeal 
process for applicants of in-kind replacements of groundwater wells, where the facility is 
located on the same site and will have the same capacity and purpose as a facility that is 
demolished; and 

WHEREAS, delegating the authority to approve Notices of Exemption when issued for 
the replacement of a groundwater well “in-kind” would allow the process to be more 
streamlined. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the the foregoing recitals are true and 
accurate and in consideration of the conditions contained therein, the District authorizes 
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the Commission to approve Notices of Exemption for exceptions to the groundwater well 
regulations when it determines that the facility is located on the same site and will have 
the same capacity and purpose as a facility that is or will be destroyed at or near the time 
of completion of the replacement facility for which an exception to the regulations has 
been made:; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, District staff may consult with the County to 
determine what, if any, CEQA proceedings may be required if an exception to the 
groundwater well regulations is approved prior to bringing an appeal to the Groundwater 
Commission. 

This resolution shall become operative upon adoption and remain in full force and effect 
until modified by a subsequent Resolution adopted by the Board. 

 
The foregoing Resolution was offered by Director __________, and seconded by 
Director ____________ on _____________ and adopted by the following vote: 

 

AYES:  

NOES: 

ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:  

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 

    ) 

COUNTY OF TEHAMA ) 
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I, SEAN HOUGHTBY, County Clerk and ex-officio Clerk of the Board of Directors of the 
Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, State of California, 
hereby certify the above and foregoing to be a full, true and correct copy of a resolution 
adopted by said Board of Directors on the ________ day of __________. 

 

Dated: ____________SEAN HOUGHTBY, County Clerk and ex-officio 
Clerk of the Board of Directors of the Tehama 

County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, 
State of California 

 

 

By: ________________________ 
      Deputy     
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Tehama County

Agenda Request Form

File #: 25-0580 Agenda Date: 4/9/2025 Agenda #: 6.

Resolution X-XXXX

Requested Action(s)
Recommend approval by Board of Directors

Financial Impact:
None

Background Information:
See attached resolution
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Resolution No. xxxxxx 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TEHAMA COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL AND WATER 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS AUTHORIZING THE 

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS TO APPROVE EXEPTIONS TO WELL SCREENING 
AND SEALING DEPTH REGULATIONS 

WHEREAS, groundwater and surface water resources within Tehama County are vitally 
important resources for all beneficial users, and to maintain the economic viability, 
prosperity, and sustainability of the County; and 

WHEREAS, in 2014 the California Legislature passed a statewide framework for 
sustainable groundwater management, known as the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act, California Water Code § 10720-10737.8 (SGMA), pursuant to Senate 
Bill 1168, Senate Bill 1319, and Assembly Bill 1739, which was approved by the Governor 
on September 16, 2014. and went into effect on January 1, 2015; and 

WHERAS, on August 15, 2024, Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation 
District (the “District”) adopted Resolution 11-2022 which regulated screening and sealing 
depths for groundwater wells within the groundwater basins located in Tehama County 
Executive; and 

WHEREAS, Resolution 11-2022 provides for a process by which an applicant for a 
groundwater well can appeal to the Groundwater Commission (the “Commission”) for an 
exception to the application of the well regulations to their proposed groundwater well; 
and 

WHEREAS, only the Board of Directors and the Groundwater Commission currently have 
authority to grant exceptions to the regulation; and 

WHEREAS,65 the District wishes to streamline the appeal process for applicants of in-
kind replacements of groundwater wells, where the facility is located on the same site and 
will have the same capacity and purpose as a facility that is demolished; and 

WHEREAS, under specific conditions the approval of an exception could be considered 
ministerial; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the foregoing recitals are true and 
accurate and in consideration of the conditions contained therein, the District considers 
granting an exception to the regulations contained in resolution 11-2022 to be ministerial 
if a state registered well driller, state registered professional engineer or state registered 
hydrologist provides written certification that: 

A) The new well is intended solely as a replacement for another well that will be 
demolished by permit 

B) The new well is on the same APN as the demolished well it is intended to replace 
C) The new well will serve the same capacity and purpose as the demolished well 
D) The new well is extracting water from the same strata as the demolished well 
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 :; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Director of Public Works, or their Deputy, may 
confirm that the required certification has been received and grant the applicant an 
exception to the screening and sealing regulations contained in resolution 11-2022. 

This resolution shall become operative upon adoption and remain in full force and effect 
until modified by a subsequent Resolution adopted by the Board. 

 
The foregoing Resolution was offered by Director __________, and seconded by 
Director ____________ on _____________ and adopted by the following vote: 

 

AYES:  

NOES: 

ABSENT OR NOT VOTING:  

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA  ) 

    ) 

COUNTY OF TEHAMA ) 

 

I, SEAN HOUGHTBY, County Clerk and ex-officio Clerk of the Board of Directors of the 
Tehama County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, State of California, 
hereby certify the above and foregoing to be a full, true and correct copy of a resolution 
adopted by said Board of Directors on the ________ day of __________. 

 

Dated: ____________ 

 

SEAN HOUGHTBY, County Clerk and ex-officio 
Clerk of the Board of Directors of the Tehama 

County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, 
State of California 

 

 

By: ________________________ 
      Deputy     
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Tehama County

Agenda Request Form

File #: 25-0579 Agenda Date: 4/9/2025 Agenda #: 7.

Standing Agenda Items

Requested Action(s)
1. Groundwater Recharge
2. Grant Status
3. Demand Management Plan Working Group Update
4. Well Mitigation Plan Working Group Update
5. Annual Report Status
6. Outreach
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